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COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 2018-2022
CITY OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, WISCONSIN

l.  INTRODUCTION

The Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan for the City of Prairie du Chien is a guide for future recreational development
in the City. A Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan will serve to maximize available recreation resources in the City for
existing and future use. The City of Prairie du Chien's major objective in preparation of the Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan is to provide quality outdoor recreation for area residents, visitors, and to set priorities to improve these
facilities in the future. The plan will also coordinate the diversity of recreation facilities, opportunities, and organizations in
the City.

In order to provide improved recreational facilities the City intends to participate in Federal and State cost sharing programs.
Information on funding programs available is found in Section IX.

The Prairie du Chien City Council was prompted to prepare a Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation plan pursuant to discussion of
the following issues:

1. Assess Recreation Facilities Needs
2. Future Recreation Uses, Trends, Needs, and Demands
3. Coordination of Recreation Resources, Activities, Developments

The City of Prairie du Chien's Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation plan will provide a foundation for the community's recreation
improvements, including an inventory of existing facilities and identification of needs for future growth. This information will then
be used to guide decisions about future recreation facilities. Recommendations for implementation are included as part of the
plan in Appendix B — Goals and Actions.

Any maps created during the preparation of this Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan are for general planning purposes only
and site specific information should be obtained prior to development.

Il. GOALS & OBJECTIVES

It is a goal of the city to preserve and to protect the natural resources of the community for the use and enjoyment of both present
residents and visitors in addition to future generations. To do so, the plan is structured to enhance and to protect the historical,
cultural, and scenic resources of Prairie du Chien. Through the implementation of this plan, the City envisions measured
development and a balanced and healthful relationship between people and the environment.

The City has developed a mission statement and goals that provide guidance and direction in providing quality and affordable
recreation and leisure opportunities. The city’s mission statement and goals are outlined below.

The City of Prairie du Chien Parks and Recreation Department’s mission statement serves as a means to work towards the
community’s needs that the city should be striving to provide quality facilities and offer affordable wholesome recreation and
leisure opportunities that enhance the quality of their lives while living in this community.

With over 600 acres of parks and open spaces, a recreation center, indoor and outdoor pool, and an abundance of
riverfront activities and events all brings people together and adds to a sense of civic pride and belonging. As a fully
developed community, maintaining and updating park and recreational facilities will preserve the value and popularity of the
city's park system.
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The City’s waterfront, farm park, arts, culture, and historical features adds to the meaning of community life and certainly
sets this community apart and should be continued to be highlighted. Residents want places to gather, socialize, and meet.
Residents also encourage activities that build a sense of community such as city-wide festivals and events that recognize
the city’s history, diversity, and just plain want to have fun!

Following is a set of goals established by the City of Prairie du Chien Parks and Recreation Department.

Goals
1.

© NS ok w

Continue to maintain and enhance city parks, recreation facilities, open space, and leisure services to meet the
community needs.

Continue to develop high quality and a wide variety of recreation and leisure programs to youth, adults, and special
needs participants to meet the needs of the community.

Continue to provide programming with various partnerships

Continue to upgrade parks, trail systems, and playground equipment

Enhance the city’s waterfront, farm park, arts, cultural, and historic assets.

Build support and promote a sense of community through recreation programming.

Preserve, maintain, and educate the community on the natural resources for ourselves and future generations.

Provide ongoing urban forestry programming that includes: planning, planting, maintenance (including trimming and
EAB treatments) and yearly budgeted funding.

Other City planning documents were reviewed as part of this planning process. Outlined below are some of the
goals, objectives and recommendations from those plans directed at improving recreation and leisure activities in

the city.

2005 Prairie du Chien Comprehensive Plan (Community Vision Section) - - Vierbicher Associates, Inc.

Goal 9 - Pedestrian and Bicycle |Develop a complete network of pedestrian and bike ways throughout the entire community

Travel

and with other areas in the region.

Objectives
1. Increase opportunities for pedestrian and bike travel within the City.

2. Increase pedestrian and bicycle safety.
3. Increase the number of miles of sidewalks and bikeways in existing neighborhoods.

Goal 19 - St. Feriole Island Develop St. Feriole Island as a recreational and cultural asset, while recognizing constraints

Reuse

to development.

Objectives
1.Increase the number of special events held on St. Feriole Island.

2. Decrease the number of privately owned properties on the island.

3. Decrease the number of public roads bisecting the island.

4. Increase the economic benefit of the island to local businesses.

5. Increase the number of people who visit or otherwise use the island

6. Strengthen the working relationship among all those who have a vested interest on the
island.
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VIl. OUTDOOR RECREATION INVENTORY
NATURAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION

MISSISSIPPI & WISCONSIN RIVER - The location of the City of Prairie du Chien on the Mississippi River near the Wisconsin River
provides an abundance of natural recreation resources. The rivers themselves provide areas for fishing, boating, swimming, and
water sports. The lowlands and the bluffs around the rivers provide an abundance of water based recreation and vistas for
sightseeing, nature study, camping, hunting, hiking, walking, running, bicycling and picnicking. These resources are available both
on public and private lands in the area.

The lower portion of the Wisconsin River is an area targeted by the State of Wisconsin Lower Wisconsin Riverway for passive
recreation use to preserve the natural state of the river.

OUTDOOR RECREATION FACILITY INVENTORY

The City of Prairie du Chien provides many outdoor recreational facilities. In addition to the facilities owned by the City, there are
other outdoor recreation opportunities available to city residents. A detailed inventory of these facilities follows. The location of the
City’s outdoor recreation facilities can be found on the map on Page P-23.

St. Feriole Island is a 240-acre island located on the east channel of the Mississippi River with a mix of recreational opportunities.
The island is an excellent habitat for migrating shorebirds and is rich in history. St. Feriole Island is the site of the earliest settlement
and activity in Prairie du Chien, the Battle of Prairie du Chien during the War of 1812 and of the First Fort Crawford, where three
important Indian treaties were signed. The Island is home of the Villa Louis, the Dousman family estate built on the site of Fort
Crawford (operated by the Wisconsin State Historical Society), and contains Lawler Park on the riverfront, Mississippi River
Sculpture Park, St. Feriole Island Gardens, and the St. Feriole Island Ball Park. The Island hosts several annual events including
the Prairie Villa Rendezvous, Prairie Dog Blues Fest, Oktoberfest, Country on the River and Villa Louis Carriage Classic. St. Feriole
Island provides ideal opportunities for walking, biking, fishing, picnicking and boating. There are also open fields on the northern
end of the island. There are two approaches: Blackhawk Avenue and Washington Street.

The St. Feriole Island Re-Use Plan was prepared in 1981 by UW-Wisconsin-Environmental Awareness Center and updated in 1986
by UW-Wisconsin Extension (Cooperative) Crawford County Office and Environmental Resources Center (Madison) in cooperation
with the St. Feriole Island Re-Use Committee. The plan is a comprehensive document that addresses needs specific to St. Feriole
Island. The recreation and tourism activities listed in the Island Re-use Plan include a hotel complex, integrated visitors center,
improved public event area, swimming and camping area development, and improvement to the island access at Blackhawk
Avenue.

Mississippi River Sculpture Park: This park features life-sized bronze statues of historical figures from the area. Located along
Bolvin St. on St. Feriole Island adjacent to Villa Louis, it is open year round free of charge.

The Trail of Presidents: Planting of 22 oak trees for every United States President that live in or has visited Prairie du Chien, located
on the end of St. Feriole Island beginning at the end of 4t Street.

St. Feriole Island Memorial Gardens: Ten acres of perennial and annual flowers that adorn the pocket parks, multiple walking paths,
memorials and over fifty species of historical trees. Also includes the Children’s Active Gardens, the Shade Gardens, and the Patio
Garden. The area host numerous events including weeding and receptions, garden parties, plant sales, the annual first grade Arbor
Day ceremony, and Oktoberfest.

Wisconsin State Historical Society: the largest concentration of historic sites and structures located on St. Feriole Island is found
within the Villa Louis Historic Site. The 25-acre Villa Louis Historical Site located at 521 Village Louis Road is operated by the
Wisconsin State Historical Society. Covering approximately ten city blocks, the Villa Louis Historic Site is bounded on the south by
Rolette Street, on the west by Water Street, on the north by Water Street extension, and on the east by Villa Louis Road.
Seventeen structures are situated within the site, including the Villa Louis Mansion Complex, from which the site takes its name.

Two primary historic themes are presented at the Villa Louis within two groupings of historic structures: 1) Late 19th Century
domestic life and leisure within the Victorian country estate of the Hercules Dousman family (known as the Villa Louis) and 2) the
Fur Trade in Wisconsin through a series of structures and sites associated with French-Canadian settlement in the early 19th

Century. Villa Louis has its original furnishings and has been restored to its 1890s elegance. Villa Louis is open to the public from
11
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FACILITY INVENTORY

APPENDIX B

Facility/Park Goals Actions Priority Estimated
Cost
High | Medium | Low | If blank,
unknown
Staffing Pursue new opportunities to increase X
staffing levels
Washington Street Park | Continue to add trees per Urban Forestry X $500/year
Plan and address Emerald Ash Borer
Create work plan for north end of park X
Cecil Smith Ballfield Perimeter Fencing X $80,000
Continue to add trees per Urban Forestry X $500/year
Plan
Add covered play structure X $40,000
Finish concession stand overhang X $18,000
Install batting cages X
Upgrade Fencing for A and B fields X $20,000
Lochner Park Continue to add trees per Urban Forestry X $500/year
Plan and address Emerald Ash Borer
Pave parking lot X $40,000
Playground Updates X $15,000
St. Feriole Island Develop a trolley system that would X
include stops along the waterfront and on
St. Feriole Island
Deepening of the slough between St. X
Feriole Island and the mainland to enable
access by larger pleasure craft
Develop a plan for the entire riverfront X
area including shoreline improvements on
south end, wall improvements, and
undeveloped north section of the island.
Continue to add trees per Urban Forestry X $1,000/year
Plan and address EAB.
Upgrade all shelter electrical systems X
Upgrade signage on Island X
Concrete and stone barrier on 4™ St. next X $12,000
to Gardens
South Lawler Park riverfront wall upgrade | X $100,000
Shelter addition on South Beach area X
Additional sculptures for Sculpture Park X $80,000 per
sculpture
Upgrade historical French-Canadian Log X
Homes

Appendix B-1
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Educational Trail through native prairie

Villa Louis Road Upgrades

Develop North Lawler Park Waterfront, $850,000
including Villa Louis boat landing and
parking lot, Fisher St. step tiered viewing
area, trail and shelter to north, Lawler Park
Trail and shelter, and handicap Fishing pier
Develop Master Plan for Island utilizing X $10,000
existing plans and documents
Mural for Moore Building $20,000
Develop Conceptual/Long-range plan for X $15,000
Marina
Develop traffic plan including conversion
of streets for pedestrian/bicycling usage
Lucky Park Add a stage for performances and events X
Hoffman Hall Phase | Completed in 2014 $2 million
Renovation Complete Phase Il X
Gymnasium Areas: Equipment storage, Completed
refurbish administration offices,
Administration toilet, gym dividers,
moveable partitions
Add Fitness Areas (Lower Level): Weight X $200,000
training, cardio fitness, fitness storage
Aquatic Center Areas: Pool storage, Pool X $10,000
equipment room
Pool Area: Indoor Pool and Pool Deck X $80,000
Community Areas: Multipurpose roomon | X $75,000
first floor and lower level
Limestone/Brick Wall/Tuck Point Upgrade | X $30,000
Pool Climbing Wall X $30,000
Renovation of Locker Rooms: X $125,000
Men's/Women's/Family Locker-toilet-
shower, renovation of staff areas
Wacouta Aquatic Park Replace pool filters X $135,000
Miniature Golf Course
Upgrade baby pool play feature $10,000
Fort Fun Skateboard Park Completed
Install skateboard park sheltered picnic Expected
table $1,500
donation
Old Rock School Conduct feasibility study of $10,000
upgrade/renovation of the entire building
Add shrubs, trees and flowers. X $1,000

Appendix B-2
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O'Brien Park

Continue to follow Urban Forestry Plan
guidelines

$500/year

La Riviere Farm Park

Facility/Area Goals/Actions Priority Estimated
High | Med. Low | Cost
Barn Exterior is in need of siding. X $40,000
House Location Determine and Initiate site upgrades X
Nature Center Remove facility and upgrade area X
Scout Center Both sets of exterior stairs and landing X $400
need to be repaired
Remove slate and re-side X $6,000
Garage Routine maintenance X
Accessible Bathroom Needs repainting X
near Barn Parking Lot
Pit Bathroom near New roof, fascia, and soffits needed, repair
Scout Center of screening and pit vent piping and X
general painting and cleaning.
Barn Parking Lot Gravel surface needs to be reshaped to X
facilitate runoff and snow removal -
potentially including blacktop
Archery Range Trail to range needs repair due to shared X
use as a horse trail
Bird Bath Trail Regular maintenance of bird baths X
Construct wildlife viewing blind near first X
bird bath
Native Prairies Continue with management as native X
prairies
Sledding Hill Seasonal mowing to maintain safe sledding X
conditions, potential user-friendly
upgrades
Other trails in the park | Ongoing maintenance/upgrades X
Add an additional shelter/bird watching X

area
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